Osama bin Laden’s “Declaration of Jihad against Americans,” 1996 (abridged English translation)

A Letter from Sheikh Osama bin Muhammad bin Laden to his Muslim Brothers across the world, and
particularly those in the Arabian Peninsula.

Expel the Polytheists from the Arabian Peninsula.

... Itis no secret to you, my brothers, that the people of Islam have been afflicted with oppression,
hostility, and injustice by the Judeo-Christian alliance and its supporters. This shows our enemies’ belief
that Muslims’ blood is the cheapest and that their property and wealth is merely loot. Your blood has
been spilt in Palestine and Iraq, and the horrific images of the massacre in Qana in Lebanon are still
fresh in people’s minds. . . .

... All this has happened before the eyes and ears of the world, but the blatant imperial arrogance of
America, under the cover of the immoral United Nations, has prevented the dispossessed from arming
themselves.

... This injustice was inflicted on us, too, as we were prevented from talking to Muslims and were
hounded out of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan, Sudan, and then Afghanistan. That is what led to this long
absence of mine . ..

... People are struggling even with the basics of everyday life, and everyone talks frankly about
economic recession, price inflation, mounting debts, and prison overcrowding. Low-income government
employees talk to you about their debts in the tens or hundreds of thousands of riyals [monies], whilst
complaining that the riyal’s value is declining dramatically. Domestic debts owed by the government to
its citizens have reached 340 billion riyals, and are rising daily due to usurious interest, let alone all the
foreign debt. People are wondering: are we really the biggest source of oil in the world? They feel that
God is bringing this torture upon them because they have not spoken out against the regime’s injustice
and illegitimate behaviour, the most prominent aspects of which are its failure to rule in accordance
with God’s law, its depriving of legal rights to its servants, its permitting the American occupiers into
Saudi Arabia, and its arresting of righteous scholars—inheritors of the Prophet’s legacy—and unjustly
throwing them in prison. . ..

... Brother Muslims in Saudi Arabia, does it make any sense at all that our country is the biggest
purchaser of weapons from America in the world and America’s biggest trading partner in the region,
while at the very same time the Americans are occupying Saudi Arabia and supporting—with money,
arms, and manpower—their Jewish brothers in the occupation of Palestine and their murder and
expulsion of Muslims there? Depriving these occupiers of the huge returns they receive from their trade
with us is a very important way of supporting the jihad against them, and we expect you to boycott all
American goods. Men of the radiant future of our umma of Muhammad, raise the banner of jihad up
high against the Judeo-American alliance that has occupied the holy places of Islam. God told his
Prophet: “He will not let the deeds of those who are killed for His cause come to nothing; He will guide
them and put them in a good state; He will admit them into the Garden He has already made known to
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them.” ... And the al-Jami al-Sahih notes that the Prophet said: “The best martyrs are those who stay in
the battle line and do not turn their faces away until they are killed. They will achieve the highest level
of Heaven, and their Lord will look kindly upon them. When your Lord looks kindly upon a slave in the
world, He will not hold him to account.” And he said: “The martyr has a guarantee from God: He forgives
him at the first drop of his blood and shows him his seat in Heaven. He decorates him with the jewels of
faith, protects him from the torment of the grave, keeps him safe on the day of judgment, places a
crown of dignity on his head with the finest rubies in the world, marries him to seventy-two of the pure
virgins of paradise and intercedes on behalf of seventy of his relatives,” as related by Ahmad al-Tirmidhi
in an authoritative hadith.

... Lord, bless your slave and messenger Muhammad, and his family and companions. Our final prayer is
praise to God, Lord of the worlds.

Your brother in Islam,

Osama bin Muhammad bin Laden

Source: National September 11 Memorial & Museum, http://www.911memorial.org/911-primary-
sources
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